NEW LISBON TOWN BOARD---2026 MONTHLY MEETING
April 14, 2026---TOWN HALL, GARRATTSVILLE

Present:  Supervisor Brian Ryther, Deputy Supervisor/councilwoman Nancy Martin-Mathewson, Councilman Robert Schenfeld, Councilman Scott Fickbohm, Hwy. Supt. Donald Smith, Town clerk Melaina Woodbeck, Absent Councilwoman Amy Dill. Also: Lenny Melillo, Laurie Melillo, Barry Leonardo, Mert Hull, Theresa Burdick, Keith Begany, County rep Meg Kennedy
                   Supervisor Brian Ryther opened the April 14, 2026 Regular Monthly meeting at 7:30PM.
Motion made by Nancy Martin-Mathewson, seconded by Robert Schenfeld, to accept March Meeting Minutes as submitted, carried 4 Ayes / 0 Nays, 1 absent.
Highway Business:
Vehicles and Equipment, Truck 18 is on the road and working in summer mode. Will need Hydraulic hoses before winter, will complete in house over summer/fall months.  Pickup trucks, Don’s truck has cameras installed and is functioning as expected.  All vehicles and equipment are going through spring service at this time. 
Myers Mills / Stony Brook Bridge, Will begin rebuild and steel maintenance Thursday April 16, 2026.  Bridge will be closed for approximately 30 days. Bridge supplies are here.
CHIPS, nothing to report, still in wait mode.
Highway Garage, no issues
Personnel, Fully Staffed
Shared Services, on going, should be wrapping up soon.
Resident Complaints, Gardner Town Culvert movement, Don Smith, Hwy Sup’t states that there is still a lot of frost deep in the ground.  He will keep an eye on the pipe.  He believes it should settle when frost is gone.
Paving stone is here, waiting on paving to start, Town guys are working on culver pipes.
Open Floor to Public:
Theresa Burdick attended on behalf of the Morris Rec Committee, just wanted to make sure that the Morris Rec Committee can utilize the baseball/softball field for the practice and game.  Supervisor Brian Ryther said absolutely, please utilize the fields.  Mert Hull gave the 4th quarter fire report for 1st qrt of 2026 for Garrattsville Fire Co. Inc.  He reported 9 fire calls for a total of 177 man hours with an average of 8 members present for each call.  Also, there was 91.5 man hours on Monday night trainings for the 1st quarter.
County Rep Meg Kennedy updates:
NYS Association of Counties is having a photo contest. Theme is New York Counties Lead.  Photo must be taken within the last 2 years, submission must include photo(s), location (including Otsego Co) Approx date taken, Name of photographer and Entrants contact info. Deadline is May 1, 2026 Submit at:  submissions@mysac.org
Please check the county web page for continuing Grants that are available.


Committee updates:
Generator and propane work are in progress.  Generator has been installed and wired.  Waiting on town board for approval for propane hook up.  Cost of hook up is $ 1205.81.  Motion made by Robert Schenfeld, seconded by Scott Fickbahm to accept the propane hook up cost provided by our Propane supplier, Center State Propane, carried by 4 Ayes/0 Nayes 1 absent. Also, there is going to be purchase made for $ 285.00 for the protection of the generator, no approval needed.
Ed Lentz and Nancy Martin-Mathewson met with Lawyers for Good Government, a not profit group of Attorneys that review tax forms before Town files them.  Reports look good and will be filled by May 15,2026.
 Nancy Martin-Mathewson also reported that there is a Climate Summit being held in Utica on June 11, 2026. Amy Dill and Nancy Martin-Mathewson will attend.
ScottFickbahm reported that the playground inspection will be done by May meeting.  Weather was inclement when he was scheduled to inspect.  Scott is will to help with the NY Plays Grant.  
Dog Control Officer:
No report
Land Use Officer:
Complaint received about land boundaries on North Welcome.  She advised land owner it is a sheriff, lawyer issue.  Not a Land use officer issue.
Geotrama/Martin Land Trust
Land owner, George Martin on the corner of 51 and 12 are asking for a letter of support from the Town to Keep the land in Agriculture.  A resolution was made by Scott Fickbahm and seconded by Robert Schenfeld for Brian Ryther to sign a resolution stating Towns Support.  Carried by 4 Ayes/0 Nayes 1 absent.
Supervisor Updates:
The Town has received the refund check for retirement overpayment.  
Motion was made by Robert Schenfeld seconded by Nancy Martin-Mathewson to dispose of old T.V.’s and junk that was from a clean out in order to make room for Historian Storage. Carried by 4 Ayes/ 0 Nayes 1 absent.
Justice Audit was completed by Nancy Martin-Mathewson. Nancy acknowledges the required examination of the judge’s audit was conducted. She reports all records are well keep and in order. 
Site plan review: There has been some discussion about changing the procedures for the planning board. This will need more research before the board can act upon anything further.
Approve paying bills:
Robert Schenfeld made a motion seconded by Scott Fickbahm to pay bill for General Fund #47 - #54 totaling $3457.52 and Highway Fund bills #43 - #47 and #49 - #62 totaling $74,562.18 as presented to the board carried 4 Ayes/ 0 Nayes 1 absent.  Town Supervisor Brian Ryther paid General Fund vouchers #55 - #63 totaling $8352.72 and Highway Fund vouchers #48 and #63 totaling #2107.80 with prior board approval. 
Open Floor to Public:
Nothing

Adjourn:
Motion made by Scott Fickbahm seconded by Nancy Martin-Mathewson to adjourn meeting at 8:30 pm carried 4 Ayes/ 0 Nayes 1 absent.




  
Melaina J. Woodbeck, New Lisbon Town Clerk
